= N/A

Northern
/lliana AOAM
User’s Group

PO Box 1317, Lisle, Il. 60532
Ph: (312) 961-3529

MULTI - FUNCTION

USER GROUP

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER - PUBLIC DOMAIN LIBRARY
DISCOUNT BUYING SERVICE FOR HDW & SFTW

Issue #50 February 1989
Editor: Lyle Marschand

Copyright @ 1988

Single Copy: $3.00
Annual: (U.S. 3rd class) $19.00
(U.S. 1st Class/Canada) $26.00

Continuing our study of Romans chapter 11...

7Then what follows? Israel has not gained what it
was seeking, but those who are chosen have
secured it, while the rest have grown callous; as it is
written,
“God has given them a spirit of stupidity - eyes that
go not see and ears that do not hear, to this very
ay.l!
9David also says,
“Let their table become a snare and a trap, a
stumbling block and a retribution to them; let their
eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and for
ever make them bend their backs.” 11l say then, did
they stumble so as to fall? Not at all! instead, through
their transgression salvation has come to the Gen-
tiles to arouse Israel to jealousy. 12But if their
transgression means the world’s enrichment, and
their failure is the Gentiles gain, then how much more
will their fulfilling of divine demand be? 13But | am
speaking to you Gentiles, | take pride in my ministry,
14trying if possible to rouse my own race to jealousy
and save some of them. 15For if the rejection on their
part means the world’s reconciliation, what must their
acceptance mean but life from the dead? 16lf the first
piece of dough is holy, so is the whole lump and if
the root is holy, so are the branches. 17If some of the
branches have been broken off and you, a wild olive
shoot, have been grafted in and are sharing the rich
root of the olive tree, 18do not boast against the
branches, and if you do boast remember that you
are not supporting the root; instead, the root
supports you. 19You will reply, “The branches have
been broken off so that | may be grafted in.” 20Well
said! Through lack of faith they were broken off and
through faith you remain in place. Be not haughty,
but stand in awe. 21For if God did not spare the
natural branches, neither will he spare you.

Paul is explaining how the Gentiles were included in
the plan of God for mankind. The Israelites unders-
tood that they were the “chosen people” and felt that
- this meant that Gentiles (anyone other then an
Israelite) were not able to receive the blessings of
God. This is a natural thought, since God told them
they were His chosen people.

However, God's love is for all of His creation.

The Israelites were “chosen” by God, as an example
of how God wanted to lead and guide all men.

Paul explains how the majority of the Israelites
rejected the concept of salvation through faith and
acceptance of Jesus as the Son of God.

God specifically directed Paul to preach the Gospel
to the Gentiles, with the result being major Gentile
Christian churches established as a direct result of
his ministry.

Paul explains how this came about, using the
metaphor of the vine and the branches. Jesus Christ
is the vine and the branches represent Israel,
however since most of Israel rejected Jesus as the
Son of God, the “wild Olive branch” (Gentiles) were
grafted in to the vine.

This is a beautiful picture of God’s love and provision
for all mankind. Anyone who accepts God’s plan of
salvation in FAITH can reap all the benefits God has
to offer. Their are no “chosen” people per Se any
longer, we can all be “chosen” by God if we take
that step to ask Him in to our heart in faith, believing
his plan of salvation and eternal life.

| know it sounds too simple, that was exactly what |
thought - “This is too easy... | should have to work at
being good to receive salvation.* This is a natural
human rationalization of striving for something, but it
is not God’s way. God has created a perfect plan,
that is equally fair to each of His children, not giving
advantage to any one over the other. God is a
forgiving God, who allows for human frailties and the
mistakes that result from them - He gives us a
second chance and | don’t know about you, but |
have needed that second chance (more then once

).

God has a plan for your life which includes forgi-
veness for all your mistakes and an equal oppor-
tunity for salvation. All you have to do is believe Him
and accept it on faith.

God bless you all.
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