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CILASSIC COMPUT
THINGS

by Faye Deere

This column is composed of things
I've heard, things I've read somewhere,
and things I've learned from bitter ex-
perience. I thought it might be nice to
share them with you.

Remember that much of the new
software being produced for ADAM re-
quires two drives. The ads for this soft-
ware do not tell you this. One of our
ECAUG club members bought a pro-
gram to help pick lottery numbers.
When the program arrived, he
discovered you had to have two drives
in any combination to run it, and he
only had one! Needless to say, he quick-
ly bought another drive!

CP/M 2.2 is an operating system
similar to the operating system (EOS)
that comes with your ADAM, When
you pull the reset button and install
CP/M 2.2, you have replaced the EOS
with the CP/M system. This means that
ADAM files cannot be read by CP/M
and vice versa. The SmartWRITER
files must be converted to be read by
CP/M and the CP/M files must also be
converted to be read by Smart
WRITER. However, utilities are pro-
vided by CP/M to make this possible.

The CP/M manual tells you to make
a backup copy of your CP/M tape
before you do anything else. This is fine
if you are making a copy from tape to
tape, but if you want to make a copy
of your tape to disk, you can’t do it the
way the manual tells you. You must
use SYSGEN to put the CP/M system
on your disk, then use PIP, COPY, or
NSWP to copy the other files to your
disk. ;

M. W. Ruth has a Limited Time In-
tro Special, $109.95 for a mouse with
ADAMouse Port from the Thomas Elec-
tronics Company. This is a product that
ADAMites have been eagerly waiting
for! Now you can have a fully Propor-
tional Analog Mouse, just like every
other computer has. The ADAMouse
Port is easily installed by the user in
about 20 minutes with basic hand tools.
This port will look as though it was in-
stalled at the factory, and will act as
a second game port, allowing the use
of a second superior controller while
retaining the Coleco unit for game op-
tion selection. ;

There is an ADAMouse Card avail-
able for a limited time at $129.95 for
those of you who do not wish to under-
take the ADAMouse Port installation.
However, this will not have the abili-
ty to act as a second game port, The
company recommends that you pur-
chase the ADAMOouse Port and ra<r
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T = chase the ADAMouse Port and pay
! e — someone the extra twenty dollars you
~ . would spend buying the ADAMouse
Card to install the Port for you.
For those of you that would like a
. mouse, but feel that these prices are too
high for your pocketbook right now,
Howard Pines tells us that Oscar’s has
A non-proportional Analog Mouse for
9. To explain: When you draw a
agonal line, a non-proportional mouse
1 take the line up in steps, whereas
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a proportional mouse will draw it up
in a smooth line without the steps. To

find out about ordering a non propor-
tional mouse; contact Howard at
Oscar’s Computers, 105 Beach Drive,
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548; (904)

862-1007. This gives you at least three

ways to go. At last! A Mouse!!

If you use Proofreader to spellcheck
your files, don’t use it on a tape/disk
that contains more than 1K of catalog.
If you do, Proofreader will list the first

Ppage of your catalog and then give you
a series of the weirdest gibberish you

ever saw, ending with a full screen pat-
tern of exclamation marks! If you have
stored the file you want to spellcheck

continued to page 453

Dealers & Consultants Only
Please Call For Complete Confidential Price List

PS Il Model 25 Monm‘[‘.alor ..... $969/1195
M. 25 Mono/Calor+20MB. .. .. $1395/1630
PS Il Model 30 1 Dr. + 20MB_**$§1495**
PS Il Model 30-002/021......: $1175/1595
PS II M. 30-286-E01/21....... $1450/1755
PS 1i Model 50-021/50Z-30MB. . $2290/2495
PS Il Model 60-44MB/7OMB.. . . . $3195/3550
M. 80-115/300MB 20MHZ. .. ... CALL/8195

PS iI Model 80-44MB/70MB. . . . $3895/4695
PS Il M. 70E-61/70-120....... $3450/4895
AT 068/339 In Stock..........CALLI2595
IBM PC/XT 2DR. 256K......... $795/1095

*ALL PS 1 MEMORY OPTIONS IN STOCK*
**|BM MOTHERBOARD, CONTROLLER, DRIVE,
POWER SUPPLY, KEYBOARDS IN STOCK**
Mono Display 8503/XT Style. .. .. $199/225

Color Display 8512................9439
EGA Display 8513/XT Style......3535/495
8514 Monitor/Adapter. ......... $1190/925
5" Ext. Fl. Dr. IBM/Gen.. ... ... $335/255
Pro Printer IfXL...............$369/525
Pro Printer X24/XL24........... $529/699
Quiet Writer 11, ... ... $795/1195
IBM DOS 4.0/333.2.......... $113/82/55
Displaywrite 4/0S 2 ............ $279/255

*QUANTITY DISCOUNT AVAILABLE*

&P Seagate

SEAGATE HARD DRIVES

20MB ST125/30MB STI38R...... $2331259
30MB ST138/40MB STIS7R...... $255/389
20MBJ30MB S$T225/238 WICONT . . $259/279
30MBJ4OMB (4038/4051)........$375/420
40MB ST250R wicontroller ........ *$395*
40MB (ST251)/40MB (4053). ... .. $339/449
80MB MB (4096)/80MB (277R). ..$569/425

MINISCRIBE

40MB (3650)/40MB (3053) .......$319/479
40MB (6053) Full Height............ $455
80MB (6085) 300MB (9680} . .. .$595/1995
HARD CARDS

20MBI30MB For XT ............ $345/399
40MB Card F/XT 40MSC............ $499
20MBI30MB For PS/2........... $399/435
MISCELLANEQUS

Compaq 300MB HD...............32695
Compag Portable 20MB ............$495
Compaq 40/60MB F/DP386 ...... $745/895
Compaq 130MB Hard Disk .. ....... $1695
IBM 10/20MB FXT ............ $1251250

*ALL IBM PS Il HARD DRIVES IN STOCK*

CMI 20MB HD F-AT

Lomraa®

DESKPRO MODELS

8086 2Br 250K ool $1095
286 Model 1 640K, 1.2 FL ........... $1575
286 Model 40 Factory ...............$259%
286 640K 20140 Meg HD ........$1995/2095
386 16MHZ 40MB Factory ........... $3795

386/20-60 /130/300MB HD . .$4795{5995/7595

386/25MHZ 110/300MB HD . . .. ...$7095/8495
3865 Mod 1/20140. ... ... $2695/309513550
3B6/20E Mod 40/110 20MHZ ... .. $4550/5395
PORTABLES

i Model 4 {factory/upgrade). .. . . .. $2495/2295
Il Model 2 2 Dr., 256K 8MHZ ...._ ... $1895
Il Model 20MB HD. 1.2 FIL 640K ... ... $3395
Il Model 40MB HD 10MHZ . -$3850
SLT286 Model 20/40MB HO .. .IN STOCK CALL
385/40MB HD 1.2 Floppy, 1 Meg ... $5350
386/100MB HD 20MHZ . ... ......... 56395
*ALL DESKPRO & PORTABLE MEMORY AVAILABLE*
Compaqg Amber/green moniter .......... $195
40MB TBU Ffport./Deskpro- ... .. $750/595
Compaq VGA AdapteriMonitor ...... $385/525
Compaq DOS 4.0/3.3/21 ... ...... $115/85/45
Portable 111/386 Expansion chassis ..... $195

P. If1-386 1200/2400B-Modem .......

Dealers & Consultants Only

Corporate & Retail Customers Call For Quotes

INTEL

8087-3 XT/80287-6 AT ....... **$99/142
8087-2 XT/30287-8 AT ........8139/229
80C287AI80287-10 ........... $325/259
80387-16/80387-168X .... .. ... $375/445
80387-20180387-25 . ......... $475/575*

1821825 120 cps, 30nig......$239/1279
192 +1193+ 200 cps, 40 nig ..$329/429
2921293 240 cps, 100 nlg . . .. 3424529
3207321 300 cps. 62 nlg ... ... $319/459
390/391 24 pin 270, 90 nlg. .. .3449/619
393/393 Color 450 cps....... $92511029
Lazer Eipph s it arte s e s o 31299

IRWIN TAPE BACK UP

10MB Inter fExternal .......... $229/329
20MB Inter./External .......... $259/299
A0MB inter./External .. ........ $429/535

Call for PSI2 Tape back up units
Call for Archive, Tecmar, Sysgen

TOSHIBA

32£SU34ISL (216CPS) .. 54551'625
351-8%/351-2 Color . ......... 3925(1!}19
Lazer Printer. .............. **§2205%*
Toshiba T1006/T1200FF ... ... $739/1995
Ti200HBIT3200 ........... $2395/3395
TIGOOM3I00E. ............ $3195/2850
T5200-40/100MB HD........ $5995/6895

1200B/2400B Modem int....... $249/369

 *™SPECIAL 351-2.............. $'1'95"* :

S5 5LOTUS 1.2-3— $289%**

HEWLETT
PACKARD

*Desk Jet New 250CPS. .......... $679
IMB F/HP [l Compat/HP. ... ... $336/385
2MB F/HP [i Compat/HP.. .. .. $629/689
HP Plotfer 7475A. .. ... ... .... $1395
HP Scanjet Scanner wilnt......... $1395

HP Quiet Jet .. R ST B Y

Lapiop Systems Wlll Noi Be Undersold

Muitisync lifPlus+ ...... ... $5691875
Multisync XL 207 ... ............32199
NEL‘ LC890 Laser............... $3195

***LOTUS SYMPHONY 31/2”

$195***
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on a tape/disk with more than a 1K

catalog, you will have to transfer it to
- another tape/disk to be checked.

If you have ever wondered what a
macro is, don’t feel bad. T wondered
for a long time. I finally decided it was
time I found out. This is what I learned.

A macrois a keystroke, or combina-
tion of keystrokes, that takes the place
of a long series of keystrokes used to ac-
complish a certain task, usually one that
is done often. Example: you can pro-
gram Madam?7 to dial a certain fre-
quently called number, just by press-
‘ng one of the SmartKEYS.

Some programs have built in macros,
such as some word processing and
spreadsheet programs. A word process-
ing program might let you create and
‘tore macros in order to condense fre-
quently used functions or words into

_one keystroke. For instance, if you write
a lot of letters, all of which you end
the same way, you could set up one
keystroke to insert that line or series of
lines. Also, you could store the format
you use each time you set up a file or
document. And some spreadsheets have
macros you can program for functions
that are used all the time.

I began using macros before I even
knew what they were. I stored a file
that held the format (margins, tab set-

tings, etc.) and the first paragraph of
a column I write every month for the
ECAUG club newsletter. I also have
a file that holds only the format with
the center of the column marked.
SmartFILER lets you store a macro for
running off labels, various CP/M pro-
grams provide for the use of macros,
and SpeedyWRITE uses them exten-
sively. Sounds like fun, doesn’t it? It
certainly saves timel!

PowerPAINT versions before serial
#10300 have some bugs that have since
been corrected. To find out if your pro-
gram needs to be corrected, select
Polygon Options, then select Draw
Straight Line, then press Return twice.
If the program freezes up, contact your
place of purchase for an update.

I use Showoff II to format and print
most of the articles I write for our club
newsletter. When I first started using
it, I pored through the documentation
trying to find out how to indent the first
line of a new paragraph. The usual in-
dentation would not stay when the
justify was used, and the Showoff II
manual did not shed any light on the
subject.

As I wanted to save as much space
as possible, I didn’t want to skip a line
between each paragraph. 1 fooled
around with the program for a while,
and came up with a system that worked

- NATIONWIDE COMP!

P.O. Box 7AQ, Jer

Out of State Toll Free # 1-800-777-1054 201-

WRBIOS, 0K

12MHZ BABY AT MOTHERBOARD
PACER 386-32 80386-20CPU MOTHERBOARD

WIMOUNTING HARDWARE, SPEAKER
BABY ATSLIDETOPGASE .................

XT 477110 MHz MOTHERBOARD ............

D160 AXT KEYBOARD ......................
6151 (101) KEYBOARD .. ........c.oovvnn. ..

IMTEC SWIVEL TTL AMBER MONITOR ... ....
IMTEC RGB COLOR MONITOR .. ..... ... .. ..
IMTEC EGA MONITOR ... .....y.. o0, oo iommmmenteee

MOTHER BOARDS

............................... -.....B7.00
.................................... 229.00
.................................... 855.00

POWER SUPPLIES
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for me. I put a period in the first space
of a new paragraph, skipped the spaces
I wanted to indent, and started to write.
Before the article was copied for the
newsletter, I used whiteout to get rid
of the periods at the beginning of each
paragraph. It looked great, and no one
knew the periods had been there. In
some cases, I left the period. It was a
good way to call attention to something
“special.

Others must haxe had the same prob-
lem, because there was an article in a
St. Louis ADAM User Group newsletter
about it. The Editor, Barry Wilson, had
written to Solomon Swift, who wrote
the Showoff Il program, asking if there
was a solution to the problem. Mr. Swift
replied that there was. All you have to
do is start the line to be indented with
a backslash and follow it with one blank
space. Then add as many blank spaces
as you want to indent before you begin
typing the text.

I tried it, and it does work. I find,
however, that I have become very fond
of my periods, and have gotten very
used to typing them at the beginning
of each paragraph. Being a creature of
habit, it may take me a while to get
used to typing the backslash instead.
You know what they say about teaching
an old dog new tricks,

If you don’t have at least a 64K ex-

pansion board, you should consider get-
ting one. Many of the programs being
developed for the ADAM require the
use of an expander. Also, an expander
means that you don’t have to close and
re-open files as often when you are
downloading from a BBS with your
modem. This saves your phone bill if
you are using an information service
such as CompuServe.,

Improvements in the EPROM chip
used in your disk drive allows you to
format disks at a much faster rate of
speed. This makes formatting your disks
much less time consuming than before.
The new EPROM is available for Col-
eco’s single sided disk drive, as well as
the newer 5% inch double sided disk
drives and the 3'2 inch disk drives.

The double sided EPROM speeds up
the format time for either the double
sided drive or the single sided. In the
double sided drive, it also allows faster
reading and writing of longer programs,

It is very easy to upgrade your disk
drive by replacing the EPROM:. To
replace the EPROM, it is necessary to
remove the housing and unplug the
drive mechanics, removing your screws
to get to the controller board and
EPROM. The EPROM is plugged in-
to a socket in the front of the drive.
Sounds easy enough! Currently, the
price of the single sided EPROM is

UTER DISTRIBUTORS

sey City, NJ 07307

659-6074 Technical Support # (201) 659-3346

HARD DISK DRIVES '

20 MEG HARD DRIVE W/ICONTROLLER AND CABLE ... .o e 264.00
30 MEG HARD DRIVE W/CONTROLLER AND CABLE . ... s 304.00
40 MEG HARD DRIVE FOR AT 8T-251 ...... ...

ADD ON CARDS '

XT MONOGRAPHIC PRINTERCARD . .........
AT MONOGRAPHIC PRINTER CARD ..........

XT COLOR GRAPHIG CARD W/PRINTER PORT
AT COLOR GRAPH!C CARD W/PRINTER PORT ...
FLOPPY DISK CONTROLLER WITH CABLE .....
MULTI I/Q DISK CONTROLLER WICABLE .. .....
MULTI FLOPPY DISK CONTROLLER WICABLE ]
AT FLOPPY HARD DISK CONTROLLERW/CABLE ... .. ... .. ... ..ot on 105.00
ARMUETLNO: = s i e e e e e T

EG A R D s s e L R e e T e

1200 MODEM WISOFTWARE ................

2400 MODEM WISOFTWARE . . ... ... ..nnt

X BEUSE -0 - ime e e e e T

MONO/COLOR W/PRINTER PORT
M5 DOS

SERIALGARD . ...................
COMPUTER FLOOR STAND........
POWER SURGE PROTECTOR

BOWERGENTER o s o i o T e

RAM CHIPS

41256125 RAM . . i e e e e e s s s CALL
4164—12/15 RAM
4454—12/15 RAM.. .
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$14.95, and the double sided is $19.95.
They are available at most of the ma-
jor ADAM software outlets.

Orphanware has also introduced a
new EPROM for the double sided 514
disk drive which gives you 360K of
storage instead of 320K. The new for-
mat used on the 360K disks is not com-
patible with the 320K and 160K disks,
however. You would need two disk
drives to transfer information from the
old to the new format. Maybe you could
borrow one until you got everything
transferred.

T understand that an Image Scanner

(print head digitizer) for ADAM is all
but finished. The device I heard about
hooks to an Epson compatible dot
matrix printer printhead with attached
fiber optics to scan documents, pictures,
or anything you can feed into your
printer. It produces a high resolution
picture that ADAM stores for later use
and reprints with other software such
as PowerPAINT of SwiftPRINT. No
modifications are necessary. Itis a sim-
ple attachment, and is easily removable.
Such a produet, along with GoDO"
which just came out, would put us i
the big leagues. Isn’t it great]l ADA’
Lives!




