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NOTE: If you have some Information about the
ADAM that you would like to pass on to other
members, please write. We will welcome your
contributions to ADAM’'S ALIVE, any
information such as: articals, programs, reviews,
comments, hints, complaints, etc. With your
heip, we can help other ADAM owners to get full
use from their computer.

Please, unless you are the author, do not send
any listings of copyrighted software. Except for
programs with a signed release, all program
listings printed in each issue must be public
domain.

PROGRAMMERS/HACKERS: If you have a
program or utliity that you think is good enough
to have published, please send us a review copy.
We will market all software that we feel Is good
enough for publication. ColecoVision, ADAM,
SmartBASIC, SmartWRITER, and all other
COLECO products are registered trademarks of
COLECO INDUSTRIES, INC. CP/M 22 s a
registered trademark of DIGITAL RESEARCH,
INC.

EDITOR'S DESK:

Just when | thought | was
going to get caught up with
the newsletter, my regular job hours were
Increased dramatically and my wife had to spend -
two weeks in the hospital.

For the above reasons, the June and July Issues
were not published. Maybe someday | can get
caught up.

| wish to thank those members that sent In
letters and articles for the newsletter. Your
help is greatly appreciated.

ADAM NEWS:

e The very first ADAM
Convention (ADAMCON-01)
Is scheduled for October the
7th - fith In Orlando Florida. We will be there,
and we’ll be giving away one of our MegaRAM
cards as a door prize.

We are sorry that we were unable to publish this
important Information untll now. If you would
like to attend the convention, we suggest you

- book your flight and make your hotel
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reservations as soon as possible. Look for
complete detalls on this exciting event eisewhere
in this issue.

e We recently found a supplier that has 256K
memory sips (that are used in our
expander card) at a much lower cost. The
member price for one 256K memory sip Is now
only $55.00 .

oDmtothelowercoathzsal(mnoryﬂpa,
the member cost for a MegaRAM card (with
256K Instalied) is now only $185.00.

e We are currently offering a $25 rebate for
your 84K expander when you purchase our new
MegaRAM card. Upon receipt of your 84K card
(it must be in good condition), we’ll send you a
$25 refund, or give you $25 In credit. The choice
Is yours.

e Sol Swift (Digital Express) has went into
business with Tony Patterson (Temple of the
Snow Dragon) and formed a new software
company called “The Softworks Factory”. All
current and future software tlies will be released
through this newly formed company. Now that
Sol and Tony have joined forces, we can expect
exciting new products in the very near future.

e We recently received a demo copy of Go-
DOS/Go-BASIC from the Softworks Factory
(Go-BASIC Is now Included with Go-DOS). This
demo version had Go-DOS locked out, but the
package contains several excellent demos of
Go-BASIC programs. | must say that If this Is
any Indication of how the final package will
work, we are in for a real treat. The final
released version should be avaliable In a few
weeks. Stay tuned for detalis.

e Walters Software has Just released their new
program called “The Label Works’. As with their
program ‘Formatter W' and ‘The Print Works’,
‘The Label Works’ uses a new operating system,
SmartKEY Labels, Flle Folder (just like Coleco
Software), and Is super fast. Look for a
complete review of this excellent program in this
lssue. It's a MUST HAVE for dot matrix printer
owners.

e Walters Software is working on a cartridge
that will contain SmartDSK |, I, W, AUTO-
BACKUP, PR-BOOT and a complete set of
machine language uthities. The cartridge can
remain in the cartridge siot and when ever you
wish to access the programs, you simple pull the
cartridge <RESET> and a MENU displays a list of
all the avalable programs and utiiities. | can’t
hardly wait for this one. Jim Walters is hoping to
have a working demo to display at the Orlando
ADAM convention this October.

o Walters Software should be releasing their
new ADAM game called "'THE VASE OF TURR’
within a month or so. Written In 100% super fast
machine code, this game will contain great
graphics and addictive game play. Retalil price
will be $29.95. Look for a review as soon as It Is
released.

o If you are using a ONE MEG MegaRAM card, It
has recently come to our attention that RAM
BOOT (from Walters Software) will work with
all the avaliable memory, but will only display

84K card on the screen. Walters Is aware of the

problem and will send all registered owners a
free up-date upon request. Except for the
display of the ONE MEQG board, the program Iwll!
be the same.

e McGrath Software has just released a new
Graphic/Adventure game called ‘Lord Simon’s
Castle’. Since this Is one of the largest program
packages avallable for the ADAM, the program
comes on two data packs (requires two tape
drives), four 180K ‘flippy’ disks, two 320K disks,
or one 720K disk. Member price Is only $22.95.
Look for a review of this excellent Adventure
game next Issue.

e Wizard's Lair Software has Just released thelr
new math skil development package called
"SCHOOL DAZE’. This package is designed to
teach the varilous math skills by using high-
resolution graphics, and an entertalning graphic
game. This package Is one of the finest
educational products avallabie for the ADAM
it's great for children of all ages. Look for a
complete review In this Issue.
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e We have recently discovered that the
SQUEEZE program (offered on our utliities disk
with our 720K drives and conversions) WILL NOT
work with a muitiple directory 720K disk. We
have, however, recently received an update
from Alan Neely (Adam-Link of Utah). If you
have one of our 720K drives or conversions,
send us a blank 720K disk and we’ll send you the
latest revision FREE.

e MMSG Is working hard on thelr new Actlon/
Adventure game called ‘Galactic Bounty Hunter’.
Written In super fast 100% machine code, this
game s being promoted as one of the most
sophisticated games yet avallable for the
ADAM.

We will be offering a data pack or or disk demo
for only $3.00. If you ike the game, simply
return the demo to us and we'il deduct the demo
total charge. If, for some strange reason, you
do’nt ke the game, just return the demo for a
$2.00 refund (we keep $1.00 to help cover our
_ shipping costs). We'll notify you when the demo
is ready for distribution.

e We recently discovered a problem with the
Data Pack version of ADAM BOMB, the game Is
stored on a right directory tape. The problem
occurs in trying to save a game after using the
BOMB DESIGNER. Since the game Is on a right
directory tape, ADAM gets lost when looking for
the directory on a center directory tape, and
then goes into SmartWRITER. For those of you
that have purchased ADAM BOMB on tape,
return it to your supplier for a replacement.

e For you MageQuest fans, Reedy Software wil
shortly be releasing (may be avallable when you
. read this) 'MageQuest Construction Set’. This
program will allow you to create your own Solo
Adventures to be used with the MageQuest
game. Look for a review as soon as It Is
released.

e The response has not been sufficient enough
concerning the production of our planned image
Scanner. If produced, the scanner would use
fiber optics to scan an Image on a newspaper,
magazine, picture, etc . (at over 300 dots per

inch) and store the image iIn a PowerPAINT

format flle. The scanner will work with any

PAGE 3

EPSON compatible dot matrix printer, will NOT
require a memory expander, and will retall for
under $100. If you want such a product, we
MUST hear from you in writing. The decision for
us to produce this product depends on the
amount of responses we recslve from you the
ADAM owners. If we do not hear from enough
interested ADAM owners, this type of product
will not be produced by us.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18...

IN THIS ISSUE

in this issue we have reviews of The Labsl
Works, Formatter ll, School Daze, and the
Panasonic 1180 dot matrix printer.

MEMBERS LETTERS:
Dear Adam’s Allve:

| am setting up some book
keeping and accounting
spreadshests on AdamCalc,
and have run into a few
questions. | originally learned
how to use spreadsheets on
Lotus Symphony, and It had a few features that
| feel AdamCaic probably has. After reading
through the tutorial, | could not find these
features explained and | could not figure them
out. The first feature Is absolute copy {or that
Is what It Is called on Symphony}. The Adam
seems to be permanetly in this mode. Basically
this is when you copy a formula from one cell to
the next, and It coples the exact same formula. |
do’'nt want this mode. | would rather have the
numbers change according to their position {l.e.
If | copy the formula in cell 5,1 sum ([1,1:4,4]) to
cell 5,2 the formula would change to sum
([1,2:4,2]) without any manual work]}.

The second feature is that the backsiash key is
called the copy key in Symphony. Basically, this
key Just coples in one cell whatever you put past
the backsiash. {l.e. “\-” would cause a line to go
across the whole cell} | was hoping that
AdamCalic had this feature also.
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| would appreciate it if you could find out for me
what the commands are? If | totally overlooked
it In the manual, let me know. | searched for
hours for these two commands.

Thank you for your time.
sincerely,
Paul Guion

EDITOR'S NOTE: If any of you AdamCalic uses
can heip Paul with his questions, please contact
him via this newsletter.

Dear Adam’s Allve:

| own an Adam computer and | need a
programys) that will heip me to keep records on
customers, etc.

My Adam Is now equipped with two data packs.
No disks.

| have approximately 2000 accounts, not all
active. | sell them a particular product. Every
- product is somewhat different and therefore
have different descriptions including a number
that | assign to each product.

When | make the sale, | earn a commission, which
| receive In Instaliments, as the customer makes
payments (for a period of approximately four
years). When the sale Is first made, | receive a
down payment. Then | receive a payment from
the customer each month, untl my entire
commission Is paid in total In about four years.

Therefore, | need a program for my Adam that
will enable me to set up an account for each
customer, Including thelr name, address,
telephone number, account number, product
number, price of the product, description of
thelr unique product, and, my commission
amount.

1. The program should include the ability to post
the amount of the payment each month, (some
times its not the same each month for a varisty
of individual reasons), their check number, the
date of the payment, and, when the amount of
their payment Is posted the program should be

able to deduct that amount from the sum that

they still owe me (which is my commission), and
automatically record the balance of my
commission still dus.

2. The program shouid include ths abllity to post
each account randomiy (by account number) If
possibile.

3. The program should include the ability to add
new accounts as they occur, by account
number assigned or by customer name.

4. It would be helpful if the program could aiso
give me a total of payments | recelved from all
of my customers for each month.

S. It would be heipful if the program could heip
me find an account number If | do’nt have the
name or the name If | do’'nt have an account
number.

8. It would be heipful If the program permitted
me to deduct a payment from the account If |
find that the check sent me later bounced, and
of course then the account balance shouir
reflect this. :

7. It would be heipful If the program could print
out individual accounts in case | have to send an
account card to a customer.

8. it would be heipful if the program could give
me a list of cllents in aiphabetical order, in spite
of the fact that the accounts are going to be
posted by account number.

| am not a computer specialist or trained,
therefore when you write me to tell me what !
need and how It should work, | would appreciate
if you used simple (user friendly) ENGLISH.

Sincersly,
Paul Kahn

EDITOR'S RESPONSE: The above sounds like a
great program. Any Adam’s Allve members
interested in writing such a program?

When the final version of Go-DOS/Go-BASIC Is
released, and enough ADAM owners would likr
this type of business software, then we wi.
work on similar application programs.
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Dear Mr. Jenkins:

We bought our ADAM four years ago this
month, and it has been in constant uss since.
One of the reasons we continue to use it is the
constant flow of new hardware and software
from developers and dealers. You, Soloman
Swift, Lyle Marchand, Darrell Sage, John Lingrel,
Terry Fowier, Mr. Waiters, and others, through
programs, hardware, and newsietters have really
kept the ADAM a truly useful machine. The most
amazing progress seems to have taken pilace In
the last yearl There is so much available that |
have’'nt had time to keep up with all the
developments. We already have a second tape
drive, two standard disk drives, a dot matrix
printer, an 80-column card, 512K memory
expansion, and an external 1200 baud modem.
Now It is time to upgrade permanent storage to
a 720K drive (See the enclosed order).

| am pleased to see continued development -
particularly in plans for a hard disk Interface and
-an OCR. | pian to buy both. | am aiso walting for
Orphanware’s speech synthesizer to become
avallable.

| am also pleased by the cooperation between
the various purveyors of ADAM software,
hardware, and Information. Each newsletter
publisher has been extremely fair in evaluating
software, even when It Is in direct competition
with his own product. in addition, you all seem
to sell each other's products without favoritism.
| am hopeful that this spirit, which certainly
benefits al ADAM users, will continue for a long
time.

Sincerely yours,
Timothy M. Ferdinand

EDITOR'S RESPONSE: The preceding letter was
sent to us last November, but we misfiled It.

Thanks Tim for the nice comments. All of us
ADAM retallers and programmers are trying our
best to work together to keep our favorite
-computer alive for years to come. If the ADAM
owners will support us, we will succeed.

FROM THE SMARTWRITER'S
HANDBOOK,

A PD Disk from Eric Danz’s AdamZap Co. and
ADAMZONE Publishing Co.

COLECO “Says”
“ADAM has a wonderful way with words!”

Coleco manufactured the ADAM for Its
compatibliites to the ColecoVision Game Unit. it
marketed It for the Super Game Innovations.
And most of all, its “everything in one package™
design. Coleco wanted to have a computer on
the market that no one else had. They
accomplished just that, but one major flaw.

Coleco had bad management. It would rush its
programmers and advertise it to soon and In the
end came out with a computer that was a
sioppy put-together. After many revisions and
call backs, the reputation was rulned and the
only owners would probably sell their ADAM, out
of frustration, in the used computer market a
few months later. But what actuaily happened
was a computer that was unique and started to
obtain a great following.

Rumors of 500,000 plus being soid In the first
year and many third party companies wanting
to program for it were true, Coleco Just did'nt’t
provide technical data for the third party
companies and they were eventually frustrated
just as much as the consumer and haited any
Ideas of programming for the ADAM.

With many returns at the stores and
malfunctioning units needing revisions, Coleco
declded to withdraw from the computer market
by halting the ADAM and ColecoVision
production. Coleco did continue support and
software manufacturing, but that only lasted a
short time. Supplles ran out quickly and owners
were faced with a small third party vendor list.

in the short time that Coleco did have with the
computer market (including the video game
market) they accomplished quite a bit. Here Is a
list of hardware produced In the short time from
December of 1882 through January of 1386.
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ColecoVision Game Unit, Super Action
Controllers, Roller Controller Attachment,
Expansion Module #1 (Atarl 2600 converter),
Expansion Module #2 (Steering wheel joystick),
Expansion Module #3 (ADAM expansion system),
ADAM Computer System, High Speed Digital
Data Drive Replacement, ADAMLInk 300 Baud
Modem, 84K Memory Expander, Autodialer, 5 1/4
inch Disk Drive, Blank Digital Data Packs,
Replacement Printer Ribbons, Replacement Dalsy
Wheels, Monitor Cable.

With the above list came many revisions. The
ColecoVision went under three revisions. The
ADAM printer went under two revisions. The
memory console went under four revisions and
the digital data drives went under two revisions.
Coleco did a good job of replacing older
versions with newer ones. Coleco also changed
their format many times. First the data packs
had right directories but then changed to middie
directories. Second the printer had a loud striker
head and then a quieter one.

in conclusion the revisions were needed but
didn’t help the ADAM to much; it was stil
doomed and was halted. If you figure that a
company Hke Coleco worked so hard to put
together such a machine and then rushed Its
production so much that the product became
faulty Is such a shame.

The ADAM could of had a brighter future If the
owner would of been a littler brighter In Itself.
We are ail owners of an orphan.

“COMMAND THE POWERS OF ADAM and
program your futurel”

ADAM The ColecoVision Family COmputer
System - Coleco ind.

*e* All quotes are from the Coleco
advertisement brochure.
HANGER TRICK
By Eric Danz

What can you do If you don’t want to spend
money for an ADAM compatible tractor feed
for your SmartWRITER printer?

The answer is very simple. First go into your
ordinary houssehold closet and obtain an empty
coat hanger. Please make sure It Is empty or the
person who's belonging Is attached to it will be
very angry when he or she finds out you stoie a

plece of his or her clothing.

Second you have to obtain a pair of pliers and a
wire cutter. Sometimes the wire cutters and
pliers are on the same tool.

Third you have make sure your coat hanger Is a
compiete metal coat hanger, not the ones with
cardboard bases.

Now you can begin to construct your ordinary
and very economical tractor feed for your
ADAM SmartWRITER printer. Follow the

- Instructions below carefully or you wil wind up

with a bunch of useless metal and you'll have to
try again. Thank God coat hangers are cheapl

1. Unwind your metal coat hanger at the hook.

2. Straighten your coat hanger out as much a
possible so as to get a long plece of straight
metal wire.

3. Take a ruler and measure one inch at any end
of the hanger.

4. Take the plers and bend at the mark of one
inch. You should now have a long plece of metai
with a littie “L.” shape at the end.

5. Take the ruler again and measure from the
bent part (not including the one inch “L” shape)
a whole 9 1/2 inches and bend at that mark. You
should now have a one inch bend and a 9 1/2 Inch
bend with a long extra piece left over.

8.0n the plece left over measure another one
inch. At the one Inch mark, cut with the wire
cutters the long plece left over. You should now
have a metal plece 9 1/2 inches long with a one
inch “L” bend on elther side. This Is your tractor
feed.

Take your new plece of hardware and place It in
the holes located on the dark grey sectlon ¢

your printer. Make sure to leave at least a halt
an inch room between the plastic and the metal.
This is where the paper slides through before it
enters the roller part of the printer. Keep the
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paper release engaged so as to get friction.
Your paper should slide under the hanger into the
roller and out the top for a continuous flow of
form feed paper, accomplishing the same task as
the Tractor Feed commercial product..

RANDOM (?) NUMBERS

Whenever you use the RND (random number)
function In SmartBasic It gives you the same
values sach time. If you use RND(O) you will get
the same value each time you use RND(0). If you
use RND(l) you will get a different number than
RND(0) but it will be the same each time you use
RND(l). RND(-l) gives the same value as RND(l).
This Is all due to the “pseudo” random numbers
that was buiit into SmartBasic.

There have been various schemes to avoid or
work around this problem. | have made a
collection of many of these and will share them
with you. Some are better methods than others.
Some depend upon the program usage you wish
to make of the RND function. There are MANY
other methods and this article Is not meant to
cover all of them or even the best of them. It
covers those that | have encountered In various
places. Some of which | understand and will try
to explain as this may give some help with
understanding other basic commands and
programming and some which | have no idea how
or why they work. As usual your comments are
invited and | am sure that as usual no one wil
bother to write in.

The line numbers shown are for demonstration
only and you would renumber depending upon
where In your program you inserted thess lines.

As usual my comments are In italics and not
meant to be part of the actual program lines.
Only use the actual lines in the programs.

1000 REM ARy menber roviine. FREN oy
1RB3RS ramiark ang wialevey rofows /t /ias 7o

effect o lre rumaing of ke program.

1010 POKE 64885, 0. Sl sk of L4885 wity
conians Bast kgy pressed to 4

1020 PRINT “PUSH A KEY, PLEASE”

PIHTLS MBSSAQE V] SCrosy] PUS) & A8,

1030 IF PEEK(64885) = 0 THENr = r - |1 GOTO
1030

IF a key has been pushed the value of 64885
which apparently contains the value for the last
key pushed, will be something other than zero.
However, Iif no key has been pushed, the value
will remain zero and then the “THEN” statement
lowers the value of r by | and has you go
through line 1030 again. Each time it recycles it
changes the vailue of r. When you finally push a
key and the peek Is no longer zero, then
whatever value r had, which was based on how
many times the line recycied which was based on
how long it took you to push a key, then the r
vaiue Is taken to the next line to generate the
random number. Since the r vaiue will vary from
time time, the rnd in the next line which Is based
on the r vailue will also vary.

1040 seed = RND(r) 772 7 vatse /7om e K
waky vasrked Lased o lUne /It took you 1o press
& Ky A carriad brto dne S0 wirere 1t ks used tc
SBL LR 13730007 1RATIDSY IUICTRYT WINEY) f7oW Wih
Proice af1erent series of ramaom manbers 1o/
afrerenrt vakes of /.

1050 HOME Cssry i/ screey

1080 RETURN Sends program back from the
random number sub-routine to your main
program. :

Here’s another RND routine, this one works with
machine language apparently and | cannot give
you an explanation.

10 LOMEM : 28000

Nesgieg sarfy &1 youwr program fo set lre low
memory vt al 28000,

4000 DATA 229,42,64,68,35,34,64,63,225,221

4010 For x = 172 to 181: READ mi: POKE X, mi:
NEXT 4020 POKE 171, 0: POke 11807, 201

5000 DATA 18,26,183,200,254,32,40,248,183,201

5010 FOR x = 68346 to 8355: READ mi: POKE x,
mMENEXT

5020 DATA 0,205,203,24
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5030 FOR X = 15815 to I5818: READ mi: POKE x,mi:
NEXT 5040 POKE 335,188

Here Is a short routine which generates a
random number in one line and uses that random
number to generate another random number in
the next Ene. The combination of the two Is
supposed to give you a different random number
each time.

5 num% = INT (RND(-num%°-10))+1 10 num% = INT
(RND(nuUm%)*5)+1

The INT or Integer command eliminates decimals
& fractions glving you a whole number. The
RND(num%)*5 gives you a random number
between 0 & 4. The + at the end adds one to
the random number between 0 & 4 glving you a
random number between | & 5. By varying the *5
&/or the +1, you could obtain other ranges of
random numbers from this routine.

WILL CONTINUE THIS RANDOM NUMBER SERIES
FROM TME TO TIME BUT WILL NOT REPEAT
THE OPENING COMMENTS EACH TIME.

OPERATION HARD DRIVE
PART ONE
by R. H. Mitchell

Meeting before last, Tony Morehen gave us a
demo on the new 22 Megabyte hard drive. Here
are some Initial impressions, along with my own
experience to date in actually placing an order.
Two of us, Doug Peterson and myself, will be
owners three and four respectively of the hard
drive system here In Ottawa. Tony and Guy
were the first two.

This drive Is fast, It can load the CP/M operating
system quicker than you can biink. It can make
lterally hundreds of files avallable to vou In a
matter of ten seconds or less, usually less. You
can load directories with several hundred entries
and not even come close to running out of
space. (Tony is presently debating how many
entries to a directory, 1800 or 1200l) You can
have all your utliities, assemblers, Interpreters,
compliers, loaders and programs avaliable at the
touch of a key without having to first figure out

which disk they're on.

Tony and Guy have put a lot of effort Into thelr
supporting software over the last while. They
started with CP/M and now have a 40 column
version of TDOS resident and avallable on the
hard drive. Recently they’'ve been working on
EOS Installation, and have the operating system
up as well as most of the major programs such
as SmartBASIC. I've heard from state side that
someone down there has added VideoTunes and
some others, 3o It looks ke very soon most If
not all of your favorite ADAM ‘seif-booters’
should be Installable in the hard drlve. What's
also significant Is that Solomon Swift has
ordered himseif one, so it probably won’'t be too
long before aill the good stuifi from Digital
Express will be able to access the drive as well.

if you want to get in on this project, you'll have
to act fairly fast. At the heart of the Hard
Drive system Is the disk controller card, now
avallable from John Lingrel in Akron Ohlo. Initla’
reports were that he had ordered only 50, bu.
from the message traffic on the Akron ADAM
bulletin board, | see he’s now Increased that to
80. Last time | looked on there - May 11 - he had
20 orders. The controlier card must be ordered
from him, and the cost is $150.00 (US). By the
time | got the money order bought and pald for,
that turned Into $182.00 Canadlan. So the
controlier card Is step one.

Step 2 Is the hard disk unit itself. What you need
Is a standard IBM ST508 Interface of capacity
between 20 and 40 Megabytes. Doug and | have
placed an order at Peach Microsystems here in
Ottawa for a second hand unit each. That will
run us, were’ told, between $150 and $200
Canadian. The salesman didn’t have any In at the
time we placed the order, but he said it was
something like the tide, you know they’re coming
In, It’s only a question of when. That’s a second
hand unit. A new one would run between $300
and $400 Canadian, and can aiso be ordered
through Peach for those who’s budgets ar
flush.

And finally, step 3. You need a power supply. |
got one at Tony's recommendation from
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Komputer Korner for $50 Canadian. They're
avaliable cheaper than that apparently, (around
$25 or 30) but there’s no casing with them. The
one | got Is actually a casing for a disk drive
with 'the power supply installed in the back.
Later on, as funds permit, | might install a double
sided disk drive in there - that's what it"s for;
but meantime | at least have a power supply
that’s enciosed in a proper case and whose guts
won’t be spiling out all over my computer table.

Ok, so that’s what you need. | expect that as
the installation actually proceeds, I'f also be
needing a suitable array of connectors, ribbon
cables and other bits and pleces. Tony estimates
that the whole system should run me between
$400 and $500 by the time it’s done. So far I've
spent $182 + $50, and let’s say $200 for the drive
Itseif when It arrives. So that’s $432 so far.

The installation is not, repeat not, something
you should attempt yourself uniess youre a
skifled electronics professional or an sxperienced
hobbyist. I've been told that the controller card
installation Is somewhat easier on the stand
alone ADAM than It Is for the Expansion Module
i, which is what | have. in my cass, I'm told, the
controlier card has to be Installed between the
ADAM expansion module and the ColecoVision
game unit, thus requiring some ‘surgery’ on the
outside casing of both units. The connections
into the existing ADAM system are such that
some tricky soidering Is necessary. | will be
describing the detall cut by Joint In later
instaiiments. Meantime, suffice It to say that we
of AUFG are indeed lucky to have a couple of
real ploneers of the ADAM world right here In
town to help us with the Iinstallation. If it wasn't
for Tony and Guy, this whole project would be a
semi-reality happening in a city somewhere eise. .
. probably Akron Ohlo. (Sorry Johni)

So If you're Interested in the Hard Drive, you've
got a couple of real-ive guinea pigs to watch.
we'll keep you posted as my faithful and mild
mannered computer, embarks on this perilous,
risk-laden and uncharted course where only a
few have dared to venture - hopefully to emerge
as ... Super ADAMI.

EDITORS NOTE: The preceding article was
re-printed from the May/June Issue of “The
Adam User-Friendly Group™ newsletter from
Orleans Ontario Canada.

USING WALTERS UTILITIES
with MegaRAM
by Ed Jenkins

it appears that many ADAM owners are
confused about just how to use the different
types of Ram Disk utllitles that Walters
Software has avaliable.

What Is a Ram Disk? This Is an area of memory
(Random Access Memory) that Is used as a high
speed storage device (like your tape or disk
drives). in order to have a Ram Disk, you MUST
have some type of memory expander and a
software program that uses it as a Ram Disk.

For those of you that are unfamilure with
Walters Software’s products, the following
utliities are avallable from this fine company:

SmartDSK | (alows the use of ADAM's
Smartwriter wordprocesser with a Ram Disk)

SmartDSK i (uses Tape Drive #2 for the Ram
Disk)

SmartDSK Il (allows the use of SmartBASIC 1.0
or SmartBASIC 2.0 with a Ram Disk and supplies
a complete set of utilities)

AUTO-BACKUP (works with SmartDSK |, !, and
Hi. It coples your favorite programs/files to/from
the Ram Disk - automatically)

Pr-BOOT (allows the user to auto-boot:
SmartFILER, SmartWRITER - with/without dot
matrix support, AdamLINK, AdamCALC,
SmartLOGO, SmartBASIC 1.0, and SmartBASIC
2.0). The program also allows the user to
‘BOOT’ these programs directly from the Ram
Disk.

RAM-BOOT (automatically coples SmartBASIC
10, SmartBASIC 2.0, and AdamCALC directly
onto your expander - 256K or larger required for
all the programs). Allows the user to almost
instantly switch between the above various
programs as well as SmartWRITER.
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To work with your memory expander, PR-BOOT
and AUTO-BACKUP require you to also have
SmartDSK |, Il, or . If you use only SmartDSK |,
then you can ONLY access the flies on your Ram
Disk with SmartWRITER. To expiain how sach
utliity package works, the following is a brief
explanation:

SmartDSK | works with your expander and
SmartWRITER. You can store/retrieve your
programsifiles using SmartWRITER (Adam’s
buiit-in word processing program).

SmartDSK 0l uses Tape Drive #2 as the Ram
Disk (even If you do’'nt have a second tape
drive). The purpose of this program Is to aliow
older ADAM programs, such as SmartFILER,
AdamCALC, and various BASIC programs that
were not designed to access device #7 (a Ram
Disk). This program fools ADAM Into thinking
that the Ram Disk is tape drive #2 so that any
standard program should work with the Ram
Disk.

SmartDSK W uses ‘d7”” as the Ram Drive
designation and also supplles a complete set of
utllities In both SmartBASIC 1.0 and
SmartBASIC 2.0 formats. This package Is my
favorite.

AUTO-BACKUP works with either SmartDSK
version. The program automatically coples flies
to/from the Ram Disk VERY QUICKLY. This
program Is excellent for setting up your Ram
Disk.

PR-BOOT allows the user to auto-boot various
programs from Tape, Disk, or Ram Disk. When
using a Ram Disk, you can ‘boot’ directly from
the expander - thus the expander acts just like a
Hard Drive.

RAM-BOOT works llike AUTO-BACKUP AND
PR-BOOT. Programs are automatically copled
directly to the Ram Disk and then can be
‘booted’. An added feature Is the abllity to
almost Instantly switch between the various
programs by simply pressing <CONTROL> and
the <DELETE>E key. The program does not
have a utllity for re-coping your programs back
to your Tape or Disk. To fully use this package,
a 256K or larger expander Is recommended. To

automatically load the programs and your
favorltq flles, a 320K or 720K Disk Drive Is
suggested (you can, however, fit a lot of
programs/files onto a Data Pack).

All of the Waliters utllities allow the user to
re-sst the system (pull the computer re-set
switch without damaging any of the flles/
programs on the Ram Disk). These gives you the
abillity to use the Ram Disk, ‘boot’ a game such
as Buck Rogers, and then re-activate the Ram
Disk and use the stored programsi/files again.

Since none of these utliitles double-boot (load
themselves and then another application
program), Walters has a double-boot media
avallable for all registered owners of SmartDSK
ll. Avallable for only $5.00, this speclal media
allows you to put AUTO-LOAD/AUTO-SAVE
(from AUTO-BACKUP) or SmartBASIC 1.0, or
SmartBASIC 2.0 onto the same media.

With this special double-boot medla, you can
customize it just about any way you want. T

give you an exampie, | have one set up witir
SmartBASIC 1.0 and the BASIC 1,0 utllitles from
the SmartDSK i package. And, | have another
set up with SmartBASIC 2.0 and the utilities
that work with BASIC 2.0. To use either of
these two versions, | simply insert the medla and
pull the computer <RESET>, activate my full
expander by pressing SmartKEY #1,
SmartBASIC loads and then loads the HELLO
program glving me access to all the avallable

programs.

Without the double-boot media | would have to
‘boot” SmartDSK, Insert a copy of Basic (with
all the utilitles copled onto It) and press
<RETURN>. As you can see, the double-hoot
media saves me from an extra tape/disk swap.

The double-boot media comes with SmartDSK
(from SmartDSK Iif), a double-boot block (hlock
#20) and SmartBASIC 1.0. Before using this
double-boot medla, the flrst thing you do Is
make a backup copy, do’'nt use the original.

To use SmartBASIC 1.0 programs (such as those

found on the SmartDSK Il media), simply copy
them to the backup double-boot disk. To
activate your expander and then use the
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programs, just insert and pull <KRESET>, choose
elther SmartKEY | (full expander) or SmartKEY Il
(reserve first 64K). The version of BASIC will
then ‘boot” and then ‘boot’ your HELLO
program Iif you have on on the media.The first
thing you should do is make two or three coples
of the double-boot disk, use MODIFIER to delete
the BASICPGM program and then use PURGE to
clear the directory. Be sure to do this only on
the coples that you wish to use with something
other than SmartBASIC 1.0.

To use SmartBASIC 2.0, do the following to one
of the above coples: Use MANAGER to copy the
BASICPGM (from SmartBASIC 2.0), use
TOOLKIT and copy block #0 (from BASIC 2.0)
onto block #20, use MANAGER to copy your
favorite BASIC 2.0 programs onto the media.
MODIFIER, MANAGER, PURGE & TOOLKIT are
on the SmartDSK M media. Now you can load
the program just lke the SmartBASIC 1.0
version.

- To further itlustrate how we used the various
combinations, we created the following disks:

1) On disk #1 we copled block #0 from AUTO-
LOAD (on the AUTO-BACKUP media) onto
block #20 of our special disk (after deleting
BASIC and PURGIng the directory). This
procedure gave us a disk that has SmartDSK
and AUTO-LOAD on it. We then used MANAGER
to copy SmartBASIC 2.0 and all the programs
and data files we use for our ADAM'S ALIVE
members. We then used MODIFIER to RENAME
the BASICPGM to BASICPGM2. This was done
so that we can 'boot’ SmartBASIC 2.0 directly
from the expander by using PR-BOOT. This
procedure is fully explained in the PR-BOOT
manual.

Since 'The Print Works” and the new 'The Label
Works® both access the expander as a Ram Disk,
you could set up a special version as abovs.
instead of coping SmartBASIC 2.0 and the
various programs, you could copy all of your
favorite clip arts Instead. In this way, your
expander could be set up and all the clips
automatically copied to it. You could then
'boot’ The Print Works or The Labsel Works and

access the clips directly from the expander
card.

2) On disk #2 we copled block #0 from
AUTO-SAVE (on the AUTO-BACKUP media)
onto block #20 of our second speclal disk. This
gave us SmartDSK and AUTO-SAVE on the
same media.

For those of you that are registered owners of
SmartDSK #M and PR-BOOT, Walters has a
special double-boot media with both SmartDSK
and PR-BOOT on it. Send them $5.00 and
request this speclal disk. Since PR-BOOT
requires a speclal disk, you cannot make your
own doubl-boot disk by following the above
explained procedures.

This is how we would use the above three
mentioned disks:

1) We insert disk #1 and pull <RESET>, we press
SmartKEY | for the full expander, and at ihe
AUTO-LOAD screen we press <RETURN>. This
process activates our expander card, and then
automatically loads all the programs/files onto
our expander.

2) To ‘Boot’ from the expander, we Insert and
speclal SmartDSK/PR-BOOT media and pull
<RESET>, we press SmartKEY | to re-activate
the expander (all our programs/flles ars st
unchanged on the expander), at the PR-BOOT
screen we press SmartKEY | (for SmartDSK),
and then press the appropriate SmartKEY to
load SmartBASIC 2.0 from the expander. Basic
loads, and then runs the HELLO program. We
can now access all of our programs directly
from the MegaRAM card.

If we changed anything on our expander (added
or changed records on our data files) we then
use disk #3 to re-copy the contents back onto
disk. This Is accomplished In the following
manner: We Insert disk #2 and pull <RESET>, we
again press SmartKEY | to re-activate the
expander, at the AUTO-SAVE screen we insert
disk #1 and press <RETURN?>, all the contents of
the expander card Is now copled automatically
back onto disk #1.
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As you can see, the two special double-boot
tapes/disks give you the ability turn your
expander card into something like a Hard Drive.

If you have any further questions concerning
these procedures, drop us a line and we’ll try and
answer them in the members letters section.

COPY PROTECTION?
A PROGRAMMERS PERSPECTIVE
by Ed Jenkins

in the last Issue, Mr. Joe Friendy expressed his
opinion concerning copy protection. He stated
that he would not purchase any ADAM software
that Is copy protected.

As an ADAM user and programmer, | am fully
aware of the problems that come with copy
protection. | realize that It Is a pain to have to
order a backup copy of a program Instead of
being able to copy It myself. But, | also realize
that piracy among ADAM owners Is just
tremendous.

| have written two software packages for the
ADAM (Softpack 1 and Business Pack 1). The
sales of these two packages never even came
close to my expectations. Because of the size
of the ADAM market | expected sales to reach
nearly three times what they actually are.

During the four years since | released these two
packages, | have encountered many ADAM
owners that had lllegal coples. They either
recelved these coples from friends, or they
recelved them from retallers that were pirating
them. All In all, | estimate that | have lost close
to $3,000 due to piracy.

If the ADAM market was as large as with the
IBM, then piracy would not be much of a
problem. But with the size of the market as
small as it Is with the ADAM, piracy becomes a
real threat.

As a programmer, | do not wish to spend
hundreds of hours writing a program only to find
out that three out of five being used are lliegal
coples. | am simply not Interested in writing a
commercial program without a modest profit.

Many ADAM owners are simply not aware of
just how bad a problem piracy in the ADAM
market really Is. | have heard reports of users
groups passing out pirated coples of ADAM
software in their meetings. | have aiso
encountered two ADAM retallers that were
selling pirated coples of various types of
commercial software (Including our Softpack 1
and Business Pack 1 programs).

| own an Atarl ST (which has a much larger
owner base than the ADAM), and | recently
heard a report concerning piracy that has me
real concerned. A game developer recently
released a new commercial game for the ST
called 'FALCON’. Six weeks after releasing the
game, pirates had broken the copy protection
and put the entire game on a BBS. The
developer stated that If piracy in the ST market
was not curtalled, they would no longer make
new programs for this system.

Piracy In the ADAM community is so bad that
several developers have decided that copy.
protection Is an absolute must. They have also
stated that if sales drop much lower than they
already are, they will stop development of
ADAM software and go to another computer
system.

A developer can spend hundreds of hours
developing a commercial software program, and
sell only a fraction of what should be soid
(considering the size of the active ADAM
community. One developer recelved 50 requests
for updates on a particular product, and none of
these people we able to give the serial number
from their original media.

These same companies have a very good backup
policy. Registered owners can receive a backup
copy for a very reasonable price.

We as ADAM owners have a choice. We can
either weicome (reluctantly) copy protection,
and thus have many new exciting software titles
to choose from. Or, we can refuse to purchasr
copy protected software, and force those
companies out of business. The choice is ours.
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THE AUVUERAGE USER 'S . . . . .
FOIRNT OF I EMNM
BY
JOE FRIENDY
THE FATE OF DRIVE, SCANNER AND MOUSE. But

A D RAM

................................................

Remember the ADAM scanner
that was being developed to
attach to a printer. It was
reported in NIARAD and ADAM
ALIVE several months agqo. Well
E & T Software Just announced
it has been put on hold.

How about the E&T HARD DISK
DRIVE'! It was going to be
great, wonderful for the ADAM.
Then it was put on hold along
with the E&T MOUSE.

It seems that the ADAM deal -
erssdevelopers waoant to keep
ADAM owners on a Merry—-Go-

Round. Reaching for the brass
ring, but never quite able to
qrab it.

My sugqgestion is that the

developers/dealers build o few

Then distribute
them for review. If the item
checks out q9oo0d, they won't be
be able to keep up with the
orders.

of each item.

I like my ADAM COMPUTER wvery
much and I aom stil]l waiting
patiently for o HARD DISK

how much longer I wait will
depend on the developers of
ARDAM hardware. . ...

There are other computers

in the world that are not so
expensive, with these hard
ware items and more. With
loads of SOFTWARE that can be

purchased from your local
Computer store. "RIGHT OFF
THE SHELVUVES" (NO MAILORDER,
NO WAITING)D

I beleive that the ball is
in the developers court.
How longa "ADAM LIVES" is com-—

pletely and entirely up to
them. If you ADAM owners
feel as I do. Write or call
your Usersgroup~-Newsletter
and tell them so. If no
products, other than empty
promises, are going to be
made. Then they should let
ADAM die in PERCE. .. ..

new

Just purchased a PANASONIC
11911 . It is gqreat! And the
best part is. .. .It works ,just
fine with PowerPAINT. of
the print

None
codes need any
changing. It also prints
much faster in SmartWriter
aond Speedyllrite 2. MORE LATER
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LAS PALNAS INN # ORLANDO, FLORIDA % OCTOBER 7 - 11, 1989

Join ADANITES from all over North America as we gather in Orlando for the
first ever ADAM users convention. He will have speakers, demonstrations on
the latest software and hardware for the ADAM, a Swap Shop, workshops, and
more’ Hhether you’ve just learned to turn your ADAM on, you’re a part time
hacker or an ADAM expert this is the one event you won’t want to aiss/’

SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY HEDNESDAY
Arrival Breakfrast Breakfrast Breakfast Departure
Session 1 Session 1V Session V1

Lunch Session V Lunch
Session 11 Afternoon Session VII
Reception Session 111 Free Awards Dinner

One of our featured speakers will be Soloman Swift, author of some of the
most popular (and most long—awaited) software ever written for the ADAN’
Other speakers will be announced as they are confirmed.

PRIZES PRIZESZ PRIZES”

Every convention registrant will be eligible to win one or more of many
great prizes donated by ADANM suppliers, supporters, and clubs’/! He will be

giving awmay GoDOS’!’ PowerPRINT! Temple of the Snow Dragon! Hard disk
interface’ Memory expander’/’ Interface board’! Club wmemberships’!/ Newsletter
subscriptions/’ PD UVols’! Many more special prizes to be announced’’’/’

*X¥GRAND PRIZEx** THO ROUND-TRIP TICKETS ON AMERICAN AIRLINES FROM YOUR HONE
TO ANY CITY IN THE CONTINENTAL U S OR CANADA! PLUSs HOTEL’! CAR RENTAL’/ MORE’/!

BZ7P OO0 BTIZITDP OO0 ISP L. OO0
*FULL CONVENTION* *#SPOUSE/COMPANIQON* . #¥CHILDREN*
4 Nites Accom (dbl) 4 Nites Accom (dbl) 4 Nites Accom (w/ parents)
Helcome Reception Helcome Reception Full Breakfast (3)
Full Breakfast (3) Full Breakfast (3) . . .
Lunch (2) Awards Dinner (MOARUG will assist in
Admission to ADANCON Ol arranging babysitting at a
Awards Dinner nominal charge ir needed.)
== === ===== =
AIR: American Airlines is offering ACCOMODATIUNS are priced per-person
a S% discount off their ver with two people shgrin aproog. For
lowest fares for people tha a third or fourth adul€ in a room,
arE_flym? to ADAMCON_Oil. All you deduct $70 from the full convention
do is call 1-800-433-7300 and tell or spouse rate as applicable. Up to
the agent the convention stat tglg two children may share a room with
number is "SY409F35". Also ask tha garents. Some rooms have king beds
the tickets be mailed by appointed ut most have two double beds. You
travel agency: NEWS Travel. EV?rY may stay extra nites at the special
t;ggeg pugghigggiggrgggg ﬁg?g ﬁé} rate of ssq.ootper ntte per room if
i ac O i i
Sefray g e cost of the convention? Jyou reserve extra nites_1n_advance.

| [2P80 CEEFABEiOnsy  ¥Tckel  ri2ei 0na thetTal HpEot82ha1 s pTan yoar JiovE!
REGISTRATION FORM

NAME (S) /17 /27

CHILDREN/1/ AGE /127 AGE

ADDRESS

C1TY STATE z1p

Add $90 for a.single room. If_ you are traveling alone but wish to share a
room, check here 7___Il. We will try to arrange a roommate.

You will arrive Oct and depart Oct for a total of nights.

Car Rental is available for $89.00 for a compact, $109.00 for a mid-size for
-7 days. Extra days are $19.00 per daz. You want a rental car for

dags. l1f you would like to share a rental car check here {__1.

SFECIAL ADAM

INTERESTS: :

You are strongly encouraged to bring your extra RDAM software, hardware,
qartr1dge gamés, books, or other ADAM items to be sold or traded at the
SWAPSHOP session. Check here if .you are bringing items for SWAPSHOP |__|

1f you have any questions calls DAYSPRING TOURS - 407-695-9199

N
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REVIEWS

PANASONIC
1180 PRINTER
by Terry Fowiler

Last month we Introduced
the Panasonic KK-P1180 Dot
Matrix Printer for ADAM.
After using the printer
extensively, It has been
found to be very
impressive. This month we'l
talkk more in detall about Its
many features.

The FRONT PANEL SWITCHES provide many
function changes which we will discuss here in
more detall. In addition to the standard LF (line
Feed), FF Is another switch (function switch)
and a Selector Chart with lights displaying your
cholces. These four switches alone and In
combination provide Pica, Courler, Prestige, and
Bold PS Fonts, 10 cpl, 12 cpl, 17 cpl and
proportional spacing, in paper lengths of 11", 127,
14", or 85 inch. Prestige, and Bold PS Fonts, 10
cpl, 12 cpl, 17 cpl and proportional spacing, in
paper lengths of 11", 12", 14”, or 8.5 inch.

The selections depend upon the lights On in the
three column and “three” rows on the Selection
Chart. You turn these lights on and off using the
FF and LF switches which double as ROW and
COLUMN seiectors. Once the correct setting Is
achieved, the On Line switch doubles as a SET
switch. The selections may be made after first
pressing the FUNCTION switch, followed by the
row or column selection. SET the change and
press FUNCTION and youre ready to print.
Changes can be made anytime the ON LINE Light
is turned OFF first.

MICRO LINE FEED In forward or reverse
direction is a nice feature to position the paper
exactly where you desire. It Is accomplished on

the front panel by pressing LF or FF switch.

while pressing the ON LINE switch. The platen

moves about 1/8th line each time. PERFORATIGN
CUT Is also nice since It rolls the paper out
enough for tearing the perforation while not
printing, or while the ON LINE light Is off, by
pressing ON LINE after the FUNCTION SWITCH.
Pressing the function switch again rolls the
paper back to the start.

MEM LOAD Is the equivaient of “paper Parking”.
Fan Fold paper may be automatically parked
below the platen while allowing friction feed of
paper or envelopes. This fantastic feature saves
the time of unioading and reloading your fan-
fold paper. The process Is simple, but the
sequence must be exactly accomplished:

{) Press the FUNCTION Switch and pull the
PAPER BAIL from the platen. The paper will roll

"The Panasonic 1180 is the best value dot
matrix printer to come along in years."

back under the platen.

2) Put the paper ball back on the platen, and
move the Paper Feed Selector to the Frictlon
position.

3) insert your material directly behind the platen,
and then pull the paper ball from the platen to
auto-wrap the material into print position.
Replace the paper ball and print.

4) Remove the material once printed, re-setting
the paper ball back on the platen5) Move the
selector back to the tractor position and pull
the paper ball from the platen to reset the fan
fold paper to print position. Most problems with
this procedure occur due to Incorrect
positioning of the paper ball. Make sure it Is on
the platen before switching the selector
between Friction or Tractor positions.

The PANASONIC 1180 is much quieter that the
1080. But, It also provides a QUIET MODE,
making it whisper quiet. This Is accomplished In
the draft mode by making TWO passes very
quietly. The SET switch Is an aiternate action
switch which sets and releases the Quiet mode.
Another new feature I8 a LOGIC SEEKING
TECHNIQUE which gives the printer a look-
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ahead capability that allows it to skip blank
spaces at the beginning and the end of a line and
blank Hnes between paragraphs. This really
speeds things up in programs like INVOICER. The
printer no longer has to travel the length of
EACH BLANK LINE, but skips down to the NEXT
PRINTED LINE!

The SOFTWARE COMMANDS are avallable for
Standard and IBM modes, but provide many
additional commands than previously. One such
command Is for DOUBLE HIGH PRINTING, or In
combination with DOUBLE WIDTH. Also, 20 cpi
Compressed Printing gives you a full range of
printing options. There Is simple selection of NLQ
Fonts, providing Courier, Sans Sirf, Prestige, and
Bold Proportional Spacing. We have updated
FILE PRINTER for the Panasonic 1180 for use of
these new features too!

The PANASONIC 1180 is the best value dot
matrix printer to come along In years. It Is
versatile enough to work with the best
computers, too. DIP Switches provide selection
of 7 or 8 Bit Computers. it has an IBM Mode
(Proprinter H) and Standard Mode (FX-86e/
FX-800). Even a Cut Sheet Feeder can be
instalied. These features make the Panasonic 1180
capable of meeting even future applications,
while retaining Its value in the event of re-sale.
How can you loose with an Investment which will
speed up your work processing while Insuring
rellabliity and top quality printing for many years
to come. It’s the next best step in expanding
your ADAM’s abiiity.

THE LABEL WORKS
by Ed Jenkins

The Label Works is the latest release from
Walters Software Company. The Label Works Is
a label designing and printing program designed
for home as well as small business use. The
program requires an Epson compatible dot
matrix printer and a standard Parallel Interface
for printing.

The Label Works contains Walters Software’s
new SmartDSK operating system. This added

feature allows the program to access any size
memory expander (up to ONE MEG) If installed.
And because the program Is compatible with
their various Ram Disk utliities, the user could
use AUTO-BACKUP to copy Clip art files
directly to the Ram Disk and then access them
directly from The Label Works.

Since The Label Works contains their new
SmartDSK operating system, the program also
allows the use of your expander as a Ram Disk
with SmartBASIC 1.0 and SmartBASIC 2.0 as
well. You do not have to re-boot SmartDSK il
to access your expander after using The Label
Works, simply Insert your favorite BASIC and
choose the option to QUIT the program. The
program will ‘boot’ BASIC and access to your
memory expander will be avallable.

When creating labels, four type styles can be
used: Elite, Italicized, Expanded, and
Compressed. All are double striked to make
them near letter quality. Clip art pictures can be
included In standard malling labels and they ar.
also double striked.

Spacing between labels can be In cne, two,
three, inch and #/72 (1 to 85), of an Ich. This
feature will allow you to create just about any
size label you need.

The Label Works can hold up to 200 labels In
memory (with one Clip) and allows the use of as
many label flles as you wish. This gives you the
abllity to create literally hundreds of label flles.

A special feature allows you to mark labeis to
be printed, a print all labels feature, and an
option that allows you to print a single labe!
from 1 to 99 times. The custom label option lets
you set up a label from one to ten lines with up
to 40 characters on each line.

As with all of their recent releases (Formatter I
and The Print Works), The Label Works is written
entirely In Z80 machine codes, uses colored
screens, SmartKEY displays, a graphic file folder
(just like Coleco Software) and of course the

SmartDSK operating system. ‘

When using the various screens, | noticed that

~ the time It took for the program to respond
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was aimost immediate. Walters has written
some super fast routines that have just got to
be seen to be belleved. Press a function key, and
‘BAM’ you're at the next screen or the command
has been executed.

The program Is auto-booting, simply Insert and
pull the computer <RESET>. Since BASIC Is not
used, the loading time is very fast, just a few
seconds when loading from disk.

As the program loads, a nice graphic
representation of a label is shown, and then the
main menu Is displayed. At the top center of the
screen, a graphic widow Is displayed. This
window Is used to display the current Clip art
picture when loaded.

Entering labels Is very straight forward, simply
choose the appropriate SmartKEY, choose the
type style for the line, enter all required lines,
and then SAVE the label to memory. After all
labels are entered, It Is advisable to save them
to data pack or disk before experimenting with
the various print options. This is recommended
in case of any power fallure causing the loss of
your work.

Saving the label file is accompiished in much the
same way as when using SmartWRITER. A
graphic flle folder Is displayed, choose a drive,
give the flle a name, and the fHle Is stored.

Loading a Clip Is done in the same fashion. When
the function Is chosen and a drive Is picked, the
Clip can be selected by simply using the arrow
keys and press SmartKEY V to load it. When
loaded, the Clip Is displayed In the graphic
window.

in this review, | used the program very
extensively and could find no apparent bugs.

The program Is so easy to use and the manual
so well written, that the user should be creating
some very Impressive labels in a few short
minutes. ' ~

We have included a few sample labeis eisewhere
“In this Issue. These should give you some Idea of
just what can be done with this fine program.

| have an Atari ST and use a label printing
program simllar to The Label Works. | must say,
however, that The Label Works has features
that my ST program does’nt.

There are two features, however, that | would
Iike the program to have. These are: The abliity
to enter serial numbers and have them increment
by one when printing, and a search feature to
locate a label more quickly. Maybe Walters will
add these in a later revision.

in conclusion, The Label Works is one excsiient
program. The program Is very easy to use,
performs very well, and It has features not
found on my Atarl St. My congratulations to
Walters Software for a very fine piece of work.

For those of you with a dot matrix printer, The
Label Works will make a very fine addition to
your software library. You won't be disapointed.

RATING - A+
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

Member price for this excellent program Is conly
$24.95. AYVARLABLE NOWI

REVIEWS CONTINUED ON PAGE 18. ..
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ADAM NEWS: Continued from page 3

o We recently updated our Softpack | package
to work with a Ram Disk. The user can now
access the files directly from histher memory
expander card. NOTE: SmartDSK WM (from
Waiters Software) Is highly recommended as a
Ram Disk utliity package. Send us $5.00 and
your original Softpack | for an update. If you
are using SmartDSK H, you will not need the
update. SmartDSK Il uses tape drive #2 as the
Ram Disk even If you only have one tape drive.

e Our new data packs no longer contain a label
insert inside the plastic case. | understand that
LORAN aiso no longer supplies a label insert. For
those of you that would ke label inserts, they
are avallable at most department stores.

Have any Ideas for th
newsietter? If you hav
suggestions on what you w

like to see covered, drop us
line and let lus know. Sever
members have asked for
SHOP-SWAP department. |
vou have ADAM software that you would lik
to sell or trade, send the information to us.

F&a to Include your name, address and phon

REVIEWS CONTINUED:

FORMATTER Il
by Jim Notini

Formatter Il Is the newest
disk formatting program

to be released by Walters
Software Co.
"Yes, another disk

formatter, but easily the
best one that Is on the
market to date.

For years, Walters Software has been bringing
us some of the best utliity programs around and

you can add Formatter i to that Ilist.
Formatter i was written to format disks and
verify them completely. The user has the option
to format one or two disks at the same time (if

.you have two disk drives), a /8o vty format

can be done automatically after the format.

Three verify options are included: read, write or
both read and write.

Formatter Il Is written entirely In Z80 machine
code. It Is Coleco SmartKEY driven and uses
dialog boxes for messages. Screen colors can
be one of flve different colors, a system status
lets you know how many disk drives are on line
and the amount of ram contained in your ADAM
computer. Formatter N automatically checks
the size of your disk drive(s) and formats them
correctly. Upon boot, you are presented with a
title screen as the program loads Into memory.
Once loaded, you will be presented with six
SmartKEYS at the bottom of the screen with
the top portion on the screen used for display

information. :

Pressing SmartKEY | will display the system
status which tells you how many disk drives are
on-line and the total amount of memory that
the system has.

Pressing SmartKEY il will bring up the disk status
menu where you have the choice to Init the disk
or read disk. If you choose to Init disk, then you
will have to choose which disk drive, catalog
name, number of catalogs (up to 8), and then a
caution comes up on the screen warning that all
data on the disk will be lost. Choose conrtinue
init or previous menu to escape. If you choose
to read disk, then the number of the drive will be
displayed along with the volume name, # of
catalogs and the disk size.

Pressing SmartKEY Il from the main menu will
take you to the verify disk option. Here you
have the option to read, verify, or both.

> Read Verlify wiil do this that, read the format
on the disk.

> Write Verify will write to to the freshly
formatted or Initlalized disk and verify the
format.
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> Walters Software recommends that If you
are going to be using the disk for storing data,
that you use both verify options.

Pressing SmartKEY IV from the main menu will
take you to the format disks options. Here you
can chage the default catalog name and size
settings, choose to format on more that one
drive at the same time. When you choose to
format, one or two sprites will be displayed at
the top of the screen depicting how many drives
are being used, and when the format Is
complete, you will be notified of the size of the
drive.

Pressing SmartKEY V from the main menu will
allow you to change the screen colors for cyan
to either gray, blue, green, or yellow.
SmartKEYS display the colors avallable with a
bar at the top of the screen to show what the
colors look like.

Pressing SmartKEY VI will take you to the exit
option screen where you can choose an EOS
"START which will boot whatever is in the disk
drive, exit to SmartWRITER or return to
Formatter H.

This is the first formatting program which will
do a write verify, and for this option | would
have to recommend you purchase It.

Also, the whole setup is so professionally
done, you would think you’re using an
IBM software package.

The screen displays are very sharp and moving
from one screen to another Is executed
dramatically faster than any other SmartKEY
driven program avallable for the ADAM to date.
One of the best functions in Formatter Il is that
the size of the drive Is automatically calculated
when formatting (whether it be 5 1/4 180K, 5 1/4
230K, or 3 112 720K).

/am rily amazed at Wallers workmansip over
e past coyple of montirs, with such reeases as
SpefingAL), 7ive Prant Works The Label Works
- and Formaller 4 ey frave provenr lo be one of
e most proffic dievelopers of software for e
ALAM | Just can’t walt to see what they come
up with next, and Just reallze how lucky we

NOTE: If you have previously purchased Double-
Disk Formatter, another Waliters Software disk
formatting program, you can send It back to
them for any upgrade to Formatter ll for $7.50.

RATING - A+

SCHOOL DAZE
by Ed Jenkins

SHOOL DAZE Is the latest educational software
package by Wizards Lair Software Company.
Jim Notinl, the president and co-founder, Is also
the software designer. Jim has really become a
top rate programmer with his release of this
very high quality software package.

SCHOOL DAZE Is a math skills development
package, that uses high resolution graphic clip
art, sprites, and various fonts. The program is
designed to teach the various math skilis: adding,
subtraction, multiplying, and dividing.

Jim Is an excellent artist (he aiso created Clip
Art Volume 1 & 2 for use with PowerPAINT, The
Print Works and The Label Works) and
SmartBASIC programmer. To create School
Daze, Jim used PowerPAINT, Clipper,
SpritePOWER, FontPOWER. and some advanced
BASIC programming to create an excellent
educational package.

The program Is auto-loading, simply insert and
pull the computer <RESET>. As the program Is
loading, a copright screen Is displayed and then
the programs MAIN MENU is shown. The MAIN
MENU Is an excellent graphic drawing of a school
blackboard, with flve SmartKEY options written
on the board. The following optlons are
avallable:

[l MATH DRILLS

[I] MATH CLIMBER
[M] READ INSTRUCT.
[IV] ADAM SUPPORT
[V] RESET ADAM!

SmartKEY | takes you to the MATH DRILLS
section. The Math Drllis screen Is spliit Into three
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graphic sections. Section one (on the left) Is the
players report card. Below a graphic smiling
face and frowning face, Is displayed the number
of right and wrong answers respectively. The
center section displays the current math
probiem, whether It be in addition, subtraction,
multiplication, or division. The section on the
right displays two playing hints and info on how
to exit the program,

Flve SmartKEYS are displayed at the bottom of
the screen. These are optlons to choose either
of the four math skills, and one to exit the
program. Once a skill Is chosen, the player
chooses the math table he/she wishes to use
(from 0 through 12) and then chooses the type
of mathematical equation. The player can start
the equation from any of the 13 available math
tables. Pressing SmartKEY | increases the math
table, and pressing SmartKEY decreases It.

As the player answers the various equations, a
smiling face Is displayed for a correct answer
and a frowing face for an Incorrect answer.
Equations are given from numbers 0 through 12.
If the child chooses number one (1) as the
number and addition as the math skill, the
program will start with the problem 1 X 0 = , on
up to the problem 1 X 12 =. After the round Is
completed, the program Increases the first
number by a factor of one. The program even
allows the child to choose histher favorite
screen color.

Pressing SmartKEY Il (from the MAIN MENU)
takes the player to the MATH CLIMBER GAME.
Math Climber Is a game in which the player plays
a man trying to climb up a ladder to the top of
a castle.

The Main screen Is a very detalled high resolution
graphic drawing of a castle. The math equation
Is chosen randomly and Is displayed In the
window on the left side of the castle. When a
correct answer Is given, the players man
advances one rung up the ladder. For each
incorrect answer the player drops down by one
rung. After each answer Is given, the program
displays the scoreboard that shows the high
score for the current session of play, the score

for the current game, the number of right and
wrong answers, and the percentage correct. It
takes 16 correct answers to reach the top of
the castie. When the player reaches the top, a
final tally Is displayed.

Not only does SCHOOL DAZE educate your
child in the various types of mathematical skills,
but it does so while being entertaining and fun.
Of course SCHOOL DAZE Is not only for
children. The problems given In the higher math
tables can challenge even us big kids.

SCHOOL DAZE aiso contains a rather large
listing of all avallable ADAM retallers, developers
and users groups.

Complete Instructions can be accessed by
pressing SmartkKEY Il from the MAIN MENU. The
instructions fully explain how to use the two
programs so the user can start using them
aimost immediately.

in conclusion, SCHOOL DAZE Is an excellent
program for teaching children the various mat!
skills. The child will really enjoy learning math
with this well done and well thought out
package. If you have children, | highly
recommend SCHOOL DAZE.

RATING - A+
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

FOR SALE

The following software is avallable from E. & T. Software
l(or only $5.00 each. Each package is new and in the

original boxes. We have only In stock what Is shown.
Call us to reserve your copy.

WAR GAMES -1 copy
2010 THE GRAPHIC ACTION GAME - 2 coples

TELLY TURTLE - 2
coples
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~ RECREATION / GAMES
ALCAZAR

$17.95

ROCK N BOLT $17.95
BOLDER DASH 17.98
TENNIS 17985
WING WAR 1795
FATHOM 1795
PITFALL 16.95
PITFALL II 16.95
RIVER RAID 18.95
BEAMRIDER 18.95
KEYSTONE KAPERS 16.95
SEWER SAM $16.95
AQUA ATTACK 16.95
HERO. 18.95
$1895

ZENJ1 16.95
BLOCKAID RUNNER 14.85
SQUISH'EM SAM $14.95
MOONSWEEPER $14.95
%mwm i3§3
MOUNTAIN KING $10.50
GUST BUSTER 10.50
CAMPAIGN ‘84 1050
NUMBER BUMPER 10.50
ROLLOVERTURE 1050
BEST OF BODERBUND 13.50
201 0: TEXT ADVENTURE $13.50
DONKEY KONG SUPER GAME $10.00
ZAXXON 10.00
DRAGON'S LAIR 10.00
BEYOND TREK (64K CARD m%) $14.95
CHESS CHAMP (64K CARD REQ.) $14.95
MDP) $1750 (DISK) $1550

LAB MOUSE MOP) $1250 (DISK) $10.50
STAGEFRIGHT (DP) $1550 (DISK) $13.50
PACK - (1)) 7] 15.50

(DIBK) $13.50

PHRASECRASE (DP) $19.50 (DISK) $17.50
PHRASEPAK1 (DP) $ 9.95 (DISK) 7.95
PHRASEPAKII (DP) $ 995 (DISK) $ 7.95

PHRASE CRASE CONSTRUCTION SET

(DF) $ 9.95 (DISK)
PRO-GOLF 14 95
LINK BUILDER 24.95
AFL FOOTBALL ("7 1495
DEMONS & DRAGON'S (* $19.95
ELECTRONIC GAME PACK $18.00
ELECTRONIC GAME PACK 2 $19.00
FANTASY GAMER $16.50
TRIVIA PACK $1850
KID’S TRIVIA PACK $1850
WIZARDS PINBALL ARCADE 14.5
PRO 1895
JEOPARDY ON PACK $1995
FAMILY FEUD QUESTION PACK 1995
MR, T-SEARCH (WORD PUZZLE GAME) 3 129%%

GAMES VOL.1 (ABOVE GAME REQ.)
SUB RAIDERS ™ $20.95

TEMPLE OF THE SNOW DRAGON
MIND OVER ADAM

GHOST ZAPFER

ADAM BOMB

DINOSAUR DIG

THE BASEBALL STATISTICIAN
EASYASA,B,C&1,2,3

SCHOOL DAZE

33333333

UTILITIES

BACKUP 3.0 (DIBK(QONLY)
BACKUP+ 3.0
COPYCART:

4+
COPYCART+ D2.0 (DISK ONLY) ™
SMARTTDSK 1 (or SmartWRITER)
SMARTDISK II (for DEVICE #2)
SMARTDSK I (for SmartBASIC1 &2)

L

CLIP ART VOL. 1

CLIP ART VOL. I (for The Print Works) (*)
CLIP ART VOL. II

CLIP ART VOL. gofgrlm&inth'h) ™
POWERFPRINTS

INVOICER ™

1495
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BLANK DATA PACKS

E. &T. BRAND 1/$1.78
10/ $1500

LORAN (COLECO TYPE) 4/$10.00
10/$ 23.590
HOME / BUSINESS
SOFTPACK 1 (2.0) 18.00
BUSINESS PACK (2.0 18.00
EASY-COME-EASY-GO 1388
BONANZA PACKAGE $ 1995
BUSINESS GRAPHS PACKAGE $ 29.00
SMARTFILER (REV.27D) 12.00
RECIPIE FILER 10.00
ADAMCALC 19.95
& FORMS 10.00
SMARTTYPE 2.0 1798
MICROWORKS 28.95
SIGNSHOP 20.50
26.95
SNAPSHOTS VOL.1 $ 1095
SNAPSHOTS VOL. 2 1098
SPEEDYWRITE (VERSION 1) 29.95
SPEEDYWRITE 2 29.95
SpeedyWRITE SPELL ™ $ 2495
EDUCATIONAL
EXPERTYPE 10.00
TYPETEST II 1500
SMARTLOGO 10.00
EDUCATION PACKAGE 1985
SPANISH VOCABULARIAN 1985
QUICKFAX QUEST g
BEST ELECTRONIC WORD BOOK i 10.00
FLASHCARD MAKER 10.00
HARDWARE/SUPPLIES
EXPANDER CARD (™ $135.00
ADDRESSER (for card) ™ $1495

mmmﬁum ™ $ 55.00
ADAM SINGLE SIDED DISK DRIVE ) $175.00
E & T DOUBLE SIDED DISK DRIVE $285.00

E &T 31/2° DISK DRIVE 70.00
51/4" DISK DRIVE CONVERSION 15.00
3 1/2° DISK DRIVE CONVERSION $145.00
E, & T SUPER-160 EPROM ™ $1495
64K MEMORY EXPANDER 42.00
Frinter Interface (with cable, ) ™ $ 4998
PANASONIC 1180 dot matrix

1180 PRINTER/INTERFACE PACKAGE .00
PANASQNIC RIBBONS $ 55
PANASQNIC RIBBONS (fbr 1180 - BLACK) 9.50
MONITOR CABLES (3 FT.) 8.50
POWER Y COVER (METAL) 14.98
ONE PAIR GAME CONTROLLERS (Tan) $ 8.00
DISK DRIVE / KEYBOARD $ 3.0

6FT PARALLEL PRINTER CABLE 12.95
ADAM ACCESSORY KIT 19.96
ADAM TAFPE DRIVE (fully tested) 20.95
MODULE #3 39.85

SUPER ACTION 39.95
ROLLER CONTROLLER 34.95
PRINTER STAND - FRONT OFF SWITCH 1895
DUST COVERS (3 PC. SET WITH LOGO) 18.00
DISK DRIVE COVER (WITH LOGO) t 8.95
DAISY WHEELS m?onmq Courier 72)650
EACH. 475

ADAM RIBBONS (BLACK) 5.00

§1/4° BLANK DISKS (TEN) $ 450
51/4° BLANK FORMATTED DISKS (TEN) ‘ 650
31/2° BLANK DISKS (TEN) 13.50
TRACTOR-FEED MATLING LABELS - 31/2° X 1516"

ONE ACROSS (1000 COUNT) $ 350
PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE:
(DP) $6.00 (DISK) $5.00
PINBALL CONSTRUCTION SET/ HARD HAT MACK
MANUAL FOR ABOVE - ($ 2.50)

SARGON CHESS
JEOPARDY
TROLL'S TALE
SUPER SUB-ROC

FALL GUY/ YOLKS ON YOU
VIDEO HUSTLER / W1Z MATH

SMARTBASIC 2.0 (40 column version)
ADAMIINK I1

DISK MANAGER
Printer Patches for Strategic Software Titles-

(BignSHOP, MicroWORKS, & NewsMAKER)
MULTIWRITE

SMARTPAINT PICTURE FILES (VOL.1-18)
PAINTMATES (VOL.1 - 4)

PAINTFORMS (VOL.1 - 3)

NIBBLES & BITS PROGRAMS (VOL. 1 - 6)
SmartBASIC programs $ utilities (VOL. 1 - 18)
CP/M programs & utilities (VOL. 1 - 20)

MR. T's PUBLIC DOMAIN
COLLECTION:

All the following titles are Auto-Loading, programs
loaded from a main menu, and all are FAST
LOADING. Titles are $9.00 EACH:
GAMES VOL. 1, TEXT GAMES, HOME & BUSINESS,
SCIENCE & EDUCATION, UTILITIES.
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ADANM’S ALIVE ORDER SHEET

PAYMENT MUST BE MADE IN U.S. FUNDS PAYABLE TO: E. & T. SOFTWARE

]4.101— 081 WQIGBSTMINSTER, GARLAND TX, 75040. FOR ORDERING INFORMATION CALL: (214)

SOFTPACK 1, BUSINESS PACK 1, AND OUR E & T BLANK DATA PACKS ARE GUARANTEED

FOR A FULL YEAR. ALL OTHER SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE IS GUARANTEED AS PER
MANUFACTURER.

YOUR NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE Z1P
TELEPHONE NUMBER ( ) ID #

(PLEASE ALLOW 2 DAYS PROCESSING FOR ALL M. O. / CREDIT CARD ORDERS)

PAYMENT: cHECK ( ) MONEY oRDER ¢ ) CHECKS TAKE 10 DAYS T{ CLEAR

CHARGE MY: MASTERCARD ( ) VISA ( ) — $285.00 MINIMUM

.CCOUNT NUMBER EXP. DATE
SIGNATURE ‘
QUANTITY DP/DISK DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE TOTAL PRICE

SORRY, NO C.0.D.'S ACCEPTED - SUB - TOTAL

SHIPPING AND HANDLING $3.00 U.S. $4.50 CANADA
T 8% SALES TAX (TEXAS RESIDENTS ONLY)

TOTAL PRICE

PLEASE NOTE: NO ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT YOUR ID #.
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E. & T. SOFTWARE
1010 WESTMINSTER
GARLAND, TX 75040
(214) 414-8156
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